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After reciting Tashahhud, Ta’awwuz and Surah al-Fatihah, His Holiness, Hazrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad (aba) continued to mention about the disorder that arose 
during the Caliphate of Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra). 

His Holiness (aba) said that the Promised Messiah (as) writes in his book ‘Sir ul 
Khilafa’ with reference to Ibn Khaldoon that people from various tribes of 
Arabia began turning away from Islam and raising disorders. All the while, the 
Jews and Christians were rearing their heads as they perceived Islam to be weak. 
Furthermore, Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) was advised that people believed the army of 
Hazrat Usama (ra) to be the last remaining Muslims, and therefore the army 
should not be sent. Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) said that even if he knew that he would 
be attacked from all sides, he would not go against the instruction given by the 
Holy Prophet (pbuh). 

His Holiness (aba) said that these incidents may give rise to the question of 
whether the punishment for apostasy is death. After the demise of the Holy 
Prophet (pbuh) many people abandoned the faith, or moved away and opposed 
the offering of Zakat. Books of history have recorded them all as apostates, and 
it was against these people that Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) fought. Historians have 
deduced that since Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) carried out Jihad against these people, 
it means that the punishment for apostasy is death. These historians have thus 
lauded Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) as the hero of Khatm-e-Nabuwwat. However, 
during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphate, the concept of the finality of 
prophethood was never in any danger.  

His Holiness (aba) said that it is necessary to see whether the Holy Qur’an and 
the practice of the Holy Prophet (pbuh) has established death as the punishment 
for apostasy, or any other punishment for that matter. 

“And whoso from among you turns back from his faith and dies while he is 
a disbeliever, it is they whose works shall be vain in this world and the next. 
These are the inmates of the Fire and therein shall they abide.” (2:218) 

His Holiness (aba) said that the Qur’an clearly stipulates that there is no 
compulsion in religion, hence there can be no worldly punishment for apostasy.  

His Holiness (aba) said that it is clear, there is no death penalty for such people 
in light of Qur’anic teachings. Then when we look to the example of the Holy 



Prophet (pbuh) upon whom the Holy Qur’an was revealed we find that there was 
no punishment in Islam for apostasy. Once there was a person who came to the 
Holy Prophet (pbuh) and asked for his pledge of allegiance to be rescinded three 
times. The Holy Prophet (pbuh) did not respond and the person eventually left 
Madinah. The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said that Madina is like a furnace which 
cleanses the heart of all ill.Hazrat Molvi Sher Ali (ra) has mentioned this hadees 
in his book saying that if the punishment for apostasy was death, then why did 
the Holy Prophet (pbuh) or his companions not warn him about this?  

His Holiness (aba) said that it is proven that the punishment for apostasy is not 
death. But then why did Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) take up arms against them? His 
Holiness (aba) explained that not only were the people during his time apostates, 
but they were also rebels, who took up arms against the Muslims and were 
causing great disorder. The Holy Qur’an states that recompense must be the like 
of the crime. Not only did these people attack Madinah, but they were attacking 
innocent people as well. They would commit unspeakable crimes against those 
who remained firm upon their faith in Islam. Those who opposed Zakat sought 
to end it with the sword, and it was thus that Hazrat Abu Bakr (ra) had to fight 
against them.  

 


